Neurosurgical complications: what the radiologist needs to know.
Visits to the emergency department by patients who have recently undergone neurosurgery are a common occurrence, and these patients frequently receive emergent cross-sectional head imaging in order to evaluate for complications. Different neurosurgical approaches may have typical postoperative imaging findings that can be confused with pathology. Furthermore, particular abnormal postoperative imaging findings may signal an evolving complication. It is essential for the radiologist to understand common neurosurgical procedures and their potential complications in order to provide proper diagnostic evaluation of the postoperative neurosurgical patient. The purpose of this review is to assist radiologists in the evaluation of the postoperative neurosurgical patient and educate them on associated complications. Familiarity with common neurosurgical techniques and postoperative complications will help radiologists make the correct diagnosis, communicate effectively with the neurosurgeon, and expedite patient care.